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Calls for compulsory rainwater harvesting
to avoid future water shortages

Kingspan has called on the Irish govern-

ment to avoid future water shortages by

making rainwater harvesting compulsory
for all new build projects.

"It is incomprehensible that large parts of
Ireland are suffering water shortages
after the record levels of rainwater that
have fallen in the last three years," said
Charles Burns, commercial director of
Kingspan Water.

The company said there would not have
been a water shortage in Ireland in the last
few weeks if more homes had rainwater
harvesting technology installed. Homes
would have been able to use the free
rainwater for toilets which can use be-

tween three to seven litres for just one
flush. “It would mean much less pressure
on the mains water supply, and would cost
home owners less in bills when water charges
are introduced,” Burns said.

"It is only when people suffer the loss of
water at home that they begin to realise
what a valuable commodity it is,” he said,
“and how we all take it for granted."

Burns said making the change would be
simple. "All the government would have
to do is change the building regulations
to include rainwater harvesting in all new
build projects. Minister Gormley made

massive strides in improving the energy
efficiency of new homes and he can do
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the same for water efficiency."

"Suggestions by policy makers to solve the
shortage by piping the river Shannon, or
putting a whole new water system in place
for Dublin are too costly and far fetched
in the extreme. Whereas introducing reg-
ulations on rainwater harvesting would
benefit the environment and the consumer
and should happen without delay," he
concluded.

Kingspan Water is part of the Kingspan Group
PLC. It was established in 2009 and is part
of the environmental division of the company.

(above) Charles Burns, commercial director
of Kingspan Water

Athenry passive house nears completion

Work is nearing completion at a passive
house near Athenry in Co Galway. Built
by Galway-based Passive House Builders
Ltd with a highly insulated timber frame
system, the house has already scored an
air-tightness result below the Passivhaus
standard of 0.6 air changes per hour, but
a final test had yet to be done as Construct
Ireland went to print.

Cyril Mannion of Passive House Builders
told Construct Ireland he expects the house
to be certified by the Passivhaus Institut.
The company is aiming to hit the Passivhaus
standard with another of its builds as
well - an externally insulated blockwork
house in Orannmore, Co Galway.

Though the firm has worked on low energy
buildings before - its past projects include a
development of six A3 rated houses in

Williamstown in 2007 - the Athenry home

should be its first to be certified passive.
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"We were among the first group of builders

in the country to get an A3," Mannion said.

"I became interested in passive then and
have been researching for the past two years."

Mannion told Construct Ireland he wants
the company to focus exclusively on
building passive houses from now on.
The firm is focusing on new builds, and

Mannion said he's hoping to offer passive
insulated concrete formwork buildings
in the future too. He said the company
will leave the decision about whether to
get certified by the Passivhaus Institut
or not to its clients - he believes the real
value of the passive standard is not in
certification but in using the Passivhaus
Planning Package (PHPP) as a design tool.

The timber frame passive house near
Athenry has a wall build-up that includes
350mm of cellulose insulation, with a U-
value of 0.11 W/m?2K. Its roof boasts a U-
value of 0.10 W/m?K. Passivhaus (or
passive house) is a rigorous standard for
thermal performance in buildings that
enables occupants to remove the need
for conventional space heating systems.

(left) Passive House Builders Ltd’s house in
Athenry is close to completion and the
prospect of Passivhaus Institut certification
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onference. Glen Dimplex is a large Irish multi-national with sales
— approaching €2 billion and employment in excess of 8,000.
arge emis- Glen Dimplex has a market leading position in electrical
Lontinua- heating appliances and has invested significantly in renewable

technology as markets move towards greater energy efficiency
and strive to reduce carbon emissions. Dimpco is a totally
owned subsidiary of Glen Dimplex and is responsible for all
sales in Republic of Ireland.

The person appointed will have complete responsibility for

the commercial activities of this depariment and to deliver a
budgeted operating profit. The successful candidate will be
sales and results focused and will be comfortable managing all
activities of the sales force and taking control of pricing policy.

The successful candidate will also identify external supply
sources and have an ability to negotiate appropriate
commercial agreements.

The Person

The successful candidate will be from a sales oriented
background and will have sound commercial judgement and
will be both strategically and tactically aware. The person
appointed will be highly motivated and a good people person
with the ability to lead the Sales Team.

Good technical experience of the renewables sector and
organisational skills will also be pre-requisites.

The Rewards

This is a challenging role and there is a generous

remuneration package to reflect the position. Performance
bonuses, a company car and a contributory pension form part
of the package.
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Next Steps
Please send your Curriculum Vitae in strictest confidence to:

COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR,
DIMPCO,

OLD AIRPORT ROAD,
CLOUGHRAN,

CO. DUBLIN.

QUOTING REFERENCE: SM 2402

Dimpco

A Glen Dimplex Company

PASSIVE HOUSES

from Botanic Homes

A passive house is a highly insulated
and draught-proofed house with an
extremely low annual heating bill:
approximately €100 for the year -
the price of a good meal for 2. This
is achieved through the following:

* Optimised insulation levels;

* Minimal thermal bridges;

* Triple glazed windows

* High level of draught proofing;

* Utilisation of passive solar and internal gains;

* Good indoor air quality maintained by a

mechanical ventilation system with highly F
efficient heat recovery.

Consider that a conventionally built
house of the same size will cost around - .
€2000 a year to heat using oil at today's THE PASSIVE HOUSE STANDARD W
prices; owning a passive house means Al our Passive houses are Passiv Haus certified
that you will never have to worry about
heat energy prices again.
In all Botanic Homes, all components
are specified to levels far exceeding
today's Building regulations. The latest
in design technologies are used.

1# PASSIVE HOUSE scheme in Ireland!
visit our show homes at
The Village, Grange, Killerig, Co. Carlow

For more information please contact:
Botanic Homes, Rathoe Rd, Tullow, Co Carlow i
T: 1850 268 264 | E: botanicireland@eircom.net | W: www.botanichomes.ie

~_ BOTANIC
. HOMES

Low energy, high comfort homes

N ‘
S \
,//}\\ g

-
- -]
7]
£
=
aa
==
S
—
77
P

BUILDERS \

Specialists in the design and build of
Passive and Energy Efficient homes

Tel: 093 45580

info@passivehousebuilder.com
www.passivehousebuilder.com




